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Unit 6: Environmental Policies & Practices

o Climate change, global waming, ozone layer depletion, acid rain and impacts on human
comm unities and agriculture.

o Environment Laws: Environment Protection Act; Air (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act;
Water (Prevention and control of Pollution) Act; Wildlife Protection Act; Forest Conservation Act.
International agreements: Montreal and Kyoto protocols and Convention on Biological Diversity
(cBD).

e Nature reserves, tribal populations and rights, and human wildlife conflicts in Indian context.

Unit 7: Human Communities and the Environment

o f{uman population growth: Impacts on environment, human health and welfare.
o Resettlement and rehabilitation of project aff'ected persons; case studies.
r Disaster management: floods. earthquake, cyclones and landslides.
r Environmental movenrents: chipko, silent valley, Bishnois of Rajasthan.
. Environmental ethics: Role of Indian and other religions and cultures in environmental

conservation.
I Environmental communication and public awareness. case studies (e.g., CNG vehicles in Delhi).

Unit 8: Field rvork

r Visit to an area to document environmental assets: riverl forest/ flora,/fauna, etc.
. Visit to a local polluted site-Urban/Rural/Industrial/Agricultural.
. Study of common plants, insects, birds and basic principles of identification.
. Study of simple ecosystems-pond, river, Delhi Ridge, etc.

Suggested Readings:

l. Carson, R. 2002. Silent Spring. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt"
2. Cadgil, M.. & Guha, R.1993. This Fissured Land: An Ecological History of India. Univ. of

California Press.

3. Gleeson, B. and Low, N. (eds.) 1999. Global Ethics and Environment, London, Routledge.
4. Gleick, P. H. 1993. Water in Crisis. Pacific Institute fcrr Studies in Dev., Environment & Security.

Stockiolm Env. Institute, Oxford Univ. Press.

5. Groom, Martha J., Gary K. Meffe, and Carl Ronald Carroll. Principles of Conservation Biology.
Sunderland: Sinauer Associates, 2006.

6. Grumbine, R. Edward, and Pandit, M. K.2013. Threats from India's Himalaya dams. Science. 339:
36-37.

7. McCully, P. 1996. Rivers no more: the environmental effects of dams (pp.29-64. Zed Books.
8. McNeill. John R. 2000. Something New Llnder the Sun: An Environmental History of the

Twentieth Century.
9. Odum. E. P., Odum, H. T. & Andrews, J. 1971. Fundamentals of Ecology. Philacleiphia: Saunders.
10. Pepper, I" L., Gerba, C. P. & Brusseau, M.L.2011. Environmental and Pollution Science.

Academic Press. 
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